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Land Acknowlegement

• The board of directors of Lake Washington PTSA Council 
acknowledges that the school district in which our council and 
our member PTA and PTSA units operate is on the Indigenous Land 
of the Coast Salish Peoples, who have reserved treaty rights on 
this land, including the Duwamish (dxʷdəwʔabš) and the 
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe (sdukʷalbixʷ). We thank these caretakers 
of this land who have lived here since time immemorial. We 
continue to commit to providing the best possible support for all 
children of native descent who attend our schools—as part of our 
ongoing PTA mission to advocate for the health, well-being and 
education of every child.



Agenda

• Introduction
• Sustainability Fair
• King Conservation District
• YEER
• Thoreau Elementary 
• Audoborn Elementary
• School Garden Resources
• Important Dates



Introduction

• Where is your school in its garden 
journey—dreaming, starting, 
growing, or sustaining?

• LWPTSA Green School Programs –
Mid-Year Status 
Survey https://forms.office.com/r/cB
2EUA9bRi



Sustainability Fair 



Miranda Smith
miranda.smith@kingcd.org



YOUTH 
ECOLOGY 
EDUCATION 
THROUGH 
RESTORATION

Cynthia Updegrave
stewardsyeermgr@wnps.org





Criteria for recognition

• Complete at least 1 schoolyard stewardship 
activity.

• Conduct a baseline Waste Walk Through (WWT).

• Share your schoolyard stewardship goals with the 
rest of the school.

• Share your schoolyard stewardship efforts and 
progress with your program representative.

https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/solid-waste/programs/green-schools/school-waste-walk-through-form.pdf


Sponsored 
Project

Contact Information

Ryan Vucinovich Maintenance Field Supervisor, 
Support Services

Lake Washington School District * Office: 15212 
NE 95th St. Redmond, WA 98052

Phone: 425-936-1154

• Project Details: Sponsored Project

Action Required: All relevant forms are available 
via the Staff Portal.

Compensation: Work is eligible for Overtime Pay 
or Weekend Rates.



Best Practices in School 
Garden

• CLEAN SOIL 
• CLEAN WATER 
• CLEAN HANDS 
• CLEAN SURFACES 



FAQ

• Teacher involvement

• Grow fast growing crop

• Theme Gardens

• Prevent Vandalism

• What about Summer & 
Holidays

• Garden Coordinator 

• Generate funds



Pollinator 
Garden



School Garden to School Cafeteria

• Food Safety Practices in the School Garden
• Harvesting and Handling of School Garden
• Products  Handling of School Garden Produce 

CAN FOOD GROWN IN 
SCHOOL GARDENS BE 

SERVED IN THE CAFETERIA? 

YES!



Food Share 
Tables in Schools 

Purpose

• Reduce food waste

• Make unopened school meal 
items available to students

• Ensure food safety in all 
donation and sharing practices

• Key Guidance (PHSKC, Aug 
2023)

• FSSR 2023 



What CAN go on a Share Table

• Unopened school meal components (no homemade foods)
• Commercially packaged, shelf-stable snacks

e.g., granola bars, dried fruit, nuts
• Whole fruits with inedible peels

bananas, oranges
• Whole apples & fruits with edible skins

only if rinsed by school and undamaged



What 
Requires 
Extra Steps

TCS foods (milk cartons, yogurt, string 
cheese)

Must stay at 41°F or below

May require a variance from Public 
Health

Unrinsed apples/edible-skin fruits

Can be donated only to nonprofits with 
an approved variance



When a Variance is needed 

•For TCS foods
•For nonprofits picking up previously served items
•No fee; results in a signed document outlining approved practices





Support Available

• Public Health – Seattle & King County
• Thu Bui • 206-477-8145
• Doug Dyer • 206-263-1518
• Ian Miller • 206-477-7558

• King County Green Schools Program
• Provides crates, signage, student education, and setup support

• LWSD
• Hannah Ljunggren



Upcoming dates

Sustainability Fair – April 24



Success 
Story



Next Session

• Zoom

• April 3rd (7 pm- 8:30)

• Agenda: Transportation

• Whatsapp Group

• Social

• Instagram              lwptsacouncil.sustainability
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